Know that this science we mention is not mere wagging of the tongue. Its contents are spiritual experiences (adhwāq) and ecstasy (wijdān). It cannot be acquired through talking or written texts, but can only be received directly from the people of experience (ahl al-adhwāq). It can only be gained through serving (khidma) the people of spiritual distinction (rijāl), and companionship with the perfected ones. By Allah, no one has ever succeeded (on this path) except by companionship with one who has succeeded, and the achievement is from Allah.
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Even if recent academic research has rightly devalued the role of texts in the transmission of Sufi knowledge, 3 none can deny the continued relevance of studying the writings of prominent Sufi s. Moreover, serious textual consideration of West African Sufi sm has been stifl ed by lingering colonial prejudice of a supposedly distinct, synchronistic Islam Noir (Negro Islam) and by thinly veiled disdain for black African scholars. 4 Time
